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Legisla� ve Announcements
McMorris Rodgers says bill promo� ng hydropower, fish migra� on will see House ac� on
soon; Murray talks Tri‐Ci� es issues like dams, shoreline — and tennis shoes?; Judge Upholds
Ruling to Spill More Water for Fish and Less for Hydro; EPA Reconsiders Vehicle Emissions
Standards, Undermining EV Produc� on; NERC Releases GridEx Report; and Northwest
Power Industry “Crossroads” Add Complexity to Supply and Demand.

Public Power Industry Announcements
Jefferson County PUD Hires New General Manager; Lauren Tenney Denison Joins Staff of
PPC; Douglas County PUD's Fiber Expansion Project Gets Underway; NCPA Partners with
San Jose Clean Energy to Provide Wholesale Energy Services; and “Move Over” Law
Expanded to Include U� lity Workers and Vehicles.

Associate Member Announcements
Terex’s Ted Barron Named to Green Truck Associa� on Board of Governors; ECI Announces
Addi� on of Larry Weis as VP – Engineering and Construc� on; and Nisus Corpora� on
Promotes Lloyd, Hires Gaston.

Upcoming Educa� onal Opportuni� es
Check out NWPPA's class offerings in the eCatalog of Events. Click on the bu. on below. 

Don't miss these upcoming training events:

Employment Law Webinar Series: Stress, Anxiety, and Mental Disorders as
Disabili�es 
May 1, 2018 Via Webinar 
 
Substa�on Series: Substa�on Overview and Inspec�ons 
May 8, 2018 in Richland, WA 
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Substa�on Series: Print Reading and Electrical Circuit Troubleshoo�ng Techniques 
May 9‐10, 2018 in Richland, WA 
 
Electric U�lity System Opera�ons 
May 15‐16, 2018 in Missoula, MT 
 
Lineman Skills Series: AC Transformers, Advanced Theory and Prac�cal Applica�on 
May 16‐17, 2018 in Bend, OR 
 
Leadership Skills #3: Personali�es and A� tudes in the Workplace 
May 16‐17, 2018 in Kennewick, WA 
 
Annual Mee�ng Pre‐Conference Class: Introduc�on to Roberts Rules of Order 
May 21, 2018 in Boise, ID 
 
Annual Mee�ng Preconference Class: 955.1 Your Board's Culture ‐ Its Impact on
Effec�veness 
May 21, 2018 in Boise, ID 
 
Influencing Others: Mastering Human Dynamics 
May 23‐24, 2018 in Vancouver, WA

Industry Calendar of Events
A list of upcoming industry events and mee�ngs.

RFP's and RFQ's
U� li� es: NWPPA offers its u�lity members the opportunity (at no cost) to post RFPs and
RFQs on our website at no charge. Reach out to NWPPA's almost 4,000 associate member
contacts that supply goods and services to the u�lity industry and might be interested in
responding to your u�lity RFP/RFQ. To post your RFP/RFQ, visit our RFP/RFQ page. For
more informa�on, contact Debbie at debbie@nwppa.org or Mark at mark@nwppa.org.

Associate Members: Make sure to check out NWPPA's RFP/RFQ Web page to view u�lity
RFP lis�ngs. Lis�ngs are posted as they are received by NWPPA.

New RFP posted April 4 & 6, 2018!

Recent Industry Jobs
View the job opportuni�es posted to NWPPA's website in the past week.

On This Day in History
First Astronauts Introduced; Sophia Loren Wins Best Actress Oscar for Two Women; Prince
Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles Wed; and Honda Wins World Green Car Award.
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Legislative Announcements

 

McMorris Rodgers says bill promoting hydropower, fish migration

will see House action soon
Following a related federal court ruling, U.S. Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) said on April 2 that the U.S. House of

Representatives soon could vote on her bipartisan proposal to protect the production of hydropower at the Columbia River

and Snake River dams, as well as the migration of endangered fish.

“I’m proud to announce that my bipartisan legislation to protect our dams will come before the House of Representatives in

the coming weeks to be voted on and sent to the Senate,” Rep. McMorris Rodgers said following the April 2 ruling by the 9th

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

The 9th Circuit upheld a lower court’s decision requiring the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to allow more water through the

dams’ spillways instead of through electricity-generating turbines to support the migration of endangered area salmon and

steelhead populations to the sea.

Read the full article here.

Murray talks Tri-Cities issues like dams, shoreline — and tennis

shoes?

http://www.tri-cityherald.com  |  PASCO, WA 

Washington’s senior U.S. senator talked tariffs, dams, shoreline control and tennis shoes during a visit to the Tri-Cities on

Thursday.

Sen. Patty Murray gave the keynote address at the Tri-Cities Development Council (TRIDEC) annual meeting, at the Pasco Red

Lion Hotel.

Her wide-ranging speech touched on the passage last week of the $1.4 trillion bipartisan spending bill that included $203

million more for Hanford Site clean-up than proposed by the White House.

She talked about the important work of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, worker training, education, funding,

infrastructure, immigration and veterans affairs, among other topics.

She also left time for questions, highlighting some of the topics on the minds of Tri-Citians.

Most centered on complex subjects such as the future of the four lower Snake River dams and U.S. trade policy.

Read the entire article here.

Judge Upholds Ruling to Spill More Water for Fish and Less for Hydro

Update provided by Meguire Whitney

An appellate court has upheld a ruling that more water must be spilled over dams in the lower Snake and Columbia Rivers.

U.S. District Judge Michael Simon ruled in March 2017 that more water needed to be spilled to help young salmon migrate

back toward the ocean. The decision was appealed by the federal operators of the dams, including U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation, who argued that increased spill was not guaranteed to help salmon recovery while

it would most certainly increase electricity costs for the region by reducing hydro production. The appellate court rejected that

argument, asserting there was enough evidence to indicate increased flows through spillways can benefit salmon populations

and that the fish will remain imperiled unless additional conservation efforts are implemented.
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Water that is spilled cannot be used for producing hydropower, leaving operators, power customers, and industry concerned

about rising electricity costs – potentially up to $40 million in higher prices this spring alone. Currently, the four dams affected

by the ruling are operated under the Federal Columbia River Biological Opinion (BiOp). The plan, developed jointly by federal

agencies, states, and tribes, outlines operating guidelines for the dams to balance multiple uses and priorities including power

generation, flood control, recreation, species protection, and other uses.

Judge Simon’s 2017 ruling asserted the current BiOp did not do enough to protect threatened salmon and steelhead, and

ordered a new environmental study be carried out to examine additional management options, including the “breaching,” or

removal, of the dams. However, proposals to remove the dams face vehement opposition by many community leaders,

industry stakeholders and elected officials, including Rep. Dan Newhouse (R–Wash.) who introduced legislation to protect the

dams and hydro operations. The bipartisan bill would not only keep the dams in place but would also ensure cost-effective

hydropower by maintaining the operating procedures agreed upon in the existing BiOp.

Senator Patty Murray (D–Wash.) went on the record opposing the Newhouse legislation in a February letter to House and

Senate Leadership outlining concerns that the bill would prohibit consideration of potentially more effective management

options, ignore court rulings, and skirt environmental laws. However, Murray later clarified her position saying while she

supports additional environmental study she does not support breaching the dams, adding, “I did not call for, nor will I call for,

the removal of the Snake River Dams” (Tri-City Herald, March 29, 2018).

The court-ordered spills will start the first week of April and run into mid-June. Rep. Newhouse has said despite the recent

court ruling, his legislation to protect the dams and their current operations will move forward in the House, citing promises

from House leadership that the bill would advance to committee consideration and possibly have a vote on the House floor in

April.

EPA Reconsiders Vehicle Emissions Standards, Undermining EV

Production

Update provided by Meguire Whitney

On April 2, the Environmental Protection Agency announced it would reconsider its January 12, 2017, final determination that

existing greenhouse gas emissions standards for model year (MY) 2022-2025 light-duty vehicles are appropriate (a decision

known as the Mid-Term Evaluation or MTE). The reconsideration paves the way for a rollback of GHG standards that would

make automakers less likely to manufacture electric vehicles.

The announcement declares that the reconsideration is not a “final agency action” and a separate notice-and-comment

rulemaking will establish new standards, which could have implications for an immediate legal challenge since a court could

dismiss any challenge that is not “ripe” for judicial review. However, agencies must articulate a reasonable basis for changing

course, and the rationale for the withdrawal rests on the fact that “new information” has been added to the record since the

2017 determination and that there have been “significant change[s]” in the key assumptions on which the MTE was based,

such as a change in gas prices.

The EPA proposes to coordinate with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the other federal agency with

responsibility for automobile standards related to fuel economy. However, any rollback at the federal level would upend the

One National Program, brokered in 2012, which harmonized differences between various state and federal regulatory

schemes. A special waiver in the Clean Air Act has allowed the State of California to set its own emissions standards. Because

California is the nation’s largest market for automobile sales, the waiver encourages car makers to produce all vehicles

intended for the U.S. market in compliance with the more stringent California standards––rendering the comparatively lenient

federal requirements largely irrelevant.

Desiring the more relaxed standards to apply nationwide, EPA’s next step will likely be to revoke the state’s waiver, using an

escape hatch in the CWA to do so. The law stipulates the waiver must be granted unless the EPA administrator finds, inter alia,

that California does not need its own standards to meet “compelling and extraordinary conditions.” As previous waivers were

related to chemicals linked to smog, which has historically been a particular challenge for the state, EPA may argue that

California does not have greater concentrations of GHGs than any other state.

NERC Releases GridEx Report

Update provided by Meguire Whitney
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On March 30, 2018, the North American Electric Reliability Corporation released an after-action report following its GridEx IV

cybersecurity exercise conducted with utilities, telecom companies, and local governments over two days in November 2017.

The exercise involved simulating escalating simultaneous physical and cyber threats to the grid in different regions of the

country. More than 200 utilities participated in the exercise. Noteworthy among the “lessons learned” NERC identified was

“security of generator fuel sources.” NERC urged utilities to consider how a lack of fuel diversity could contribute to “mode

failures or disruptions.” For example, an over-reliance on one fuel source could be detrimental to grid security. On the other

hand, some fuel sources are not as reliable as others, and such variation should be considered in the context of grid security.

The report also urges utilities to stand ready to use multiple communications technologies, including radio and social media, to

maintain contact with employees and the public in the event telephone communications does not work in a grid emergency.

Cybersecurity is a critical focus for NWPPA and members are actively engaged in advanced efforts to protect the electric

system from both cyber and physical attacks. NWPPA supports federal and other efforts to cooperatively enhance security of

grid infrastructure, hardware, and software.

Northwest Power Industry “Crossroads” Add Complexity to Supply

and Demand

Update provided by PNUCC

The Pacific Northwest’s supply of electricity is adequate today. However, utility planners are keeping tabs on the region’s ability

to meet winter and summer peak capacity needs a few years out according to an annual report published last week by the

Pacific Northwest Utilities Conference Committee.

The PNUCC’s Northwest Regional Forecast serves as an annual barometer for the region’s electric power system and provides

a snapshot of the demand for electricity and the generating resources Northwest utilities need to provide customers with safe,

reliable, and affordable energy. The Forecast is intended to help utility leaders, decision makers, the media, and others gain a

deeper understanding of the trends impacting the Northwest power system.

“There is an increasing sense that the Northwest power industry is at a crossroads – adding to the intricacies of predicting

demand for electricity and available power supply in the future,” said Shauna McReynolds, executive director of the PNUCC.

“As demand continues to grow and our power sources evolve, utilities are examining everything from their customer

relationships to the services they provide and the way they provide them.”

For the past several years now, the Forecast has tracked the improving, yet persistent, gap in the demand for electricity and

power generation during peak winter periods and has watched an expected gap in summer get closer. Of particular focus is

the planned loss of more than 3,000 megawatts of power generation by 2025 as coal-fired power plants are shut down. With

few new dispatchable generating facilities in the pipeline and the continued accumulation of intermittent generation, the need

for more controllable generation will grow, particularly during the peak winter and summer months, according to the Forecast.

The full report is available at www.pnucc.org/system-planning/northwest-regional-forecast.

https://www.nerc.com/pa/CI/CIPOutreach/GridEX/GridEx%20IV%20Public%20Lessons%20Learned%20Report.pdf
http://www.pnucc.org/system-planning/northwest-regional-forecast


Public Power Announcements

   

Jefferson County PUD Hires New General Manager

In a unanimous decision at their March 20 regular meeting, the PUD Board of Commissioners approved a resolution formally

appointing Larry Dunbar as new general manager of Jefferson County PUD (Port Townsend, Wash.) with a start date of April

23.

Both District 1 Commissioner Jeff Randall and Joel Paisner, PUD legal counsel, described the contract negotiations as

“remarkably smooth.” Dunbar, previously a utility manager for the City of Port Angeles and currently with the City of

Ellensburg, “wants to be here and is ready to get started” said Paisner.

Randall noted that Dunbar was the only general manager candidate from Washington state, and the only one who had lived

on the Olympic Peninsula. “He knows the area and culturally he’ll be a good fit,” said Randall. Dunbar and the PUD signed a

three-year contract.

District 3 Commissioner Wayne King noted that though he had not been able to attend recent board meetings due to illness,

he had both spoken with Dunbar on the phone and met up with him for lunch. “I think he’ll be a good fit,” said King.

King also commended Assistant General Manager Kevin Streett for the work he had done not only as acting general manager

during the search process, but in building up the PUD’s electrical division from “nothing, not even a spool of wire or a

screwdriver” when Streett was first hired in 2012.

Though his first day on the job won’t be until April 23, Dunbar will be on hand to meet staff and customers during the PUD’s

5th Anniversary of Public Power Open House Celebration on Friday April 6.

PUD commissioners will be grilling up hot dogs and veggie sausages for all who come by. The PUD took over ownership and

operation of Jefferson County’s electrical service from Puget Sound Energy the first week of April 2013.

Lauren Tenney Denison Joins Staff of PPC

On April 3, the Public Power Council announced that Lauren Tenney Denison has joined PPC as a

senior policy analyst.

Tenney Denison was most recently a public utilities specialist with the Bonneville Power

Administration. Having held various positions at BPA since 2008, she has extensive analytical and

technical expertise and project management experience regarding complex transmission issues and

other rates and revenue matters regarding federal power supply and delivery.

“We are excited to have an expert coming on board with such impressive skills and talents,” said PPC Executive Director Scott

Corwin. “We are very pleased that Lauren will join our team at this critical time for our members regarding current and future

generation and transmission options.”

Tenney Denison resides in Portland and is a graduate of Lewis and Clark College with a B.A. in economics. In addition, she has

conducted graduate work on energy policy and management at Portland State University.

Douglas County PUD’s Fiber Expansion Project Gets Underway

Douglas County PUD (East Wenatchee, Wash.) is extending their fiber network. This year, the PUD will expand fiber to several

areas including Rock Island, the town of Douglas, Withrow, parts of East Wenatchee, and the Bridgeport bar. Last week crews

worked on installing the fiber line to Rock Island.

Douglas County PUD started its fiber network in the early 200’s after PUDs were given authority to provide wholesale

telecommunications. Each year, the PUD expands its fiber network.
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NCPA Partners with San Jose Clean Energy to Provide Wholesale

Energy Services

Last month, the San Jose City Council voted to approve a contract with the Northern California Power Agency to provide San

Jose Clean Energy with wholesale energy services. The city established SJCE to offer renewable energy choices to customers,

lower greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, increase local control, and promote economic growth.

“SJCE is excited about partnering with NCPA to support the launch of our program. This is an important step for SJCE to start

serving our customers. NCPA brings tremendous expertise in helping locally governed community choice energy providers and

public power utilities meet local energy needs,” said Lori Mitchell, director of community energy.

A state law passed in 2002 authorizes local governments in investor-owned utility service territories to establish their own

programs to purchase electricity on behalf of their communities. Under this framework, commonly referred to as community

choice energy, the local government makes energy resource decisions, while the investor-owned utility maintains the

transmission and distribution system. There are 11 community choice energy programs that are currently operational in

California, and SJCE is one of several new programs expected to launch this year.

NCPA will provide SJCE with a variety of wholesale energy services, including scheduling coordination and portfolio

management and optimization services. These services will provide support as SJCE procures power for delivery to SJCE

customers over the Pacific Gas & Electric Company transmission and distribution system.

“NCPA has been providing local communities and agencies with wholesale energy services since 1968,” said NCPA General

Manager Randy Howard. “We are already providing similar services to the nearby City of Palo Alto and City of Santa Clara, as

well as to several of our other members based in the Bay Area. We are also working with other community choice energy

programs, including East Bay Community Energy, which spans several cities in the Bay Area, and Pioneer Community Energy in

Placer County. We look forward to sharing that expertise and economies of scale with SJCE as it offers electric service to San

Jose residents and businesses. Extending a commitment to help SJCE deliver affordable, reliable, and clean electricity to the city

truly honors NCPA’s roots as we celebrate our 50  anniversary this year.”

SJCE will offer customers a choice of clean power options. In support of the Climate Smart San Jose plan, SJCE will offer 100-

percent carbon-free electricity as a base offering to all of its customers by 2021. San Jose is one of the first large cities in

America to develop a plan to reach the GHG emissions reduction targets of the Paris Agreement.

“Move Over” Law Expanded to Include Utility Workers and Vehicles

Currently Washington state law requires drivers to move over a lane or slow down for emergency vehicles stopped on the

shoulder of the highway. Starting June 7, 2018, motorists must do the same for utility vehicles including line trucks from power

utilities.

Utility workers often have to work on powerlines located along roadways in inclement weather conditions, at night, and/or in

emergency situations to restore power which adds to the dangers associated with this work.

“Our linemen and other workers need to be able to concentrate on their work and not have to be concerned about vehicles

speeding by the work area. Our goal every day is safety for our workers to ensure they go home to their families every night,”

said Stephen Frost, utility safety coordinator for Benton PUD, Franklin PUD, Benton REA, and City of Richland Energy Services.

“This law supports the importance of drivers to move over or slow down when approaching any vehicle at the side of the

road.”

More specifically, the Washington state law requires drivers to vacate the lane closest to stationary emergency vehicles, such

as police or tow trucks, if they are traveling in the same direction and it is safe to do so. If not, drivers are required to slow

down within 200 feet before and after a stationary emergency vehicle that has its flashing lights activated.

A driver who violates these emergency zone driving restrictions is guilty of Reckless Endangerment of Emergency Zone

Workers and can be fined $1,000, receive a jail sentence, and/or lose driving privileges.

th



Associate Member Announcements

   

Terex’s Ted Barron Named to Green Truck Association Board of

Governors

Terex Utilities announced that Ted Barron, vertical market manager, was recently named to the

Green Truck Association’s Board of Governors. GTA is an affiliate division of the National Truck

Equipment Association. Its goal is to improve the efficiency and productivity of work trucks

through the development and deployment of strategies to reduce diesel and gasoline

consumption and the associated environmental impacts.

As a member of the Board of Governors, Barron will work with other industry professionals to

set policy and develop strategy for the organization, as well as play an active role in the development of programs and

services.

GTA’s members include utilities, municipalities, and component and OEM manufacturers. “GTA brings together a variety of

users and manufacturers with a common interest of reducing emissions. By exchanging ideas regarding proven technologies,

emerging technologies that are not yet cost-effective or reliable, as well as creative science projects that may be the solutions

of the future, we can work together to be good stewards of the world we live in,” said Barron.

Barron’s background as a fleet manager for a utility and his current role with Terex Utilities provides a combination of

perspectives, which he shares in service to other industry groups. He is also a member of the ANSI A92 Aerial Platforms main

committee; ANSI A92.2 standards subcommittee for vehicle-mounted elevating and rotating work platforms; and the Event

Planning committee for the 2019 International Construction and Utility Equipment Expo.

Terex Corporation is a global manufacturer of lifting and material processing products and services delivering lifecycle

solutions that maximize customer return on investment. More information about Terex is available

at www.Terex.com, www.linkedin.com/company/terex, and www.facebook.com/TerexCorporation.

ECI Announces Addition of Larry Weis as VP – Engineering and

Construction

ECI is pleased to announce the addition of Larry Weis to its corporate staff as the new vice

president of Engineering and Construction. Weis brings with him over 36 years of experience in

the electric and water utility industry with 28 consecutive years in the position of general

manager/CEO for four electric utilities. Weis is an experienced leader and results-oriented

executive who clearly and logically can communicate complex utility issues. He has a wealth of

demonstrated strategic leadership as witnessed during his tenure at each of the electric utilities

he managed, including two of the largest municipals in the U.S.

Weis has direct experience financing, constructing, and operating hydroelectric, gas, coal, and

nuclear generation projects. He has transitioned the utilities he has led to diversify their generation using renewable energy

resources, leveraging his expertise in risk management and fuel supply strategies. Weis is known for his operational

knowledge of the distribution and transmission business and the successful deployment of new technologies. Externally, he

has provided strategic leadership in state and national government relations and regulatory affairs, and has direct experience

in numerous FERC-licensing issues and regulatory matters.

Weis has been active in many industry associations and has served as a trustee and past president of NWPPA; president-elect

of the Texas Public Power Association; and as a director, trustee, and board member for multiple associations and agencies

nationally, regionally, and at the state level. He earned a B.S. from the School of Science and Engineering at Western

Washington University and his B.S.E.E. at Seattle University.

He can be contacted at our corporate office in Billings, Mont., at (406) 670-2798 and larry.weis@eciblgs.com; he will also

operate from his homes in Victoria, Texas, and Priest Lake, Idaho.
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Jamey Gaston
Dr. Jeff Lloyd

ECI is a full-service engineering design firm specializing in the power and telecommunications industry. For more information,

visit www.electricalconsultantsinc.com.

Nisus Corporation Promotes Lloyd, Hires Gaston

Nisus Corporation announced that

Dr. Jeff Lloyd has been named to the

position of senior vice president,

Innovation and Sustainability, and

Jamey Gaston has been hired as vice

president of Research and

Technology.

Lloyd’s position allows for a greater

focus on key Nisus objectives. He

joined Nisus on November 30, 2001,

and has been responsible for

research and development as well as opening new global markets. He holds degrees in applied biology and microbiology, and

a Ph.D. in biochemistry/preservation technology from Imperial College at The University of London. With 27 years of

experience in research, technical service, and global wood protection, Lloyd has authored numerous scientific publications and

holds several patents. A specialist in preservative biochemistry, formulation and utilization, and product development, Lloyd

has had commercial successes covering the breadth of wood protection, structural pest management, and forest pathology.

“It is amazing to work at a company like Nisus where I have been afforded the freedom to pursue my passions––my love of

renewable resources such as wood, and the environment. There is really nothing more fulfilling than taking a simple idea and

seeing it being embraced by customers and then commercialized for the good of the industry and the environment,” said

Lloyd.

Gaston will be heading the Research and Technology Department with the responsibility of building a best practice innovative

program from ideation to new product development. Gaston demonstrates a deep understanding of the challenges faced by

research and technology to create next-generation pest control management solutions that demonstrate efficacy and

sustainability.

Gaston introduces a wealth of relevant product experience to Nisus. In his most recent role as Omnova’s innovation program

leader, Gaston managed product portfolios, acted as liaison between technology group managers and project managers, and

leveraged a strong business acumen with technical knowledge to achieve long-term, sustainable growth.

“We are pleased to attract someone of the caliber of Jamey Gaston,” said Kevin L. Kirkland, president/CEO of Nisus

Corporation. “Jamey has immense technical knowledge and more than 20 years of experience in product development and

successful project leadership. He is poised to make an immediate impact on our goal to develop more value-added products

using proprietary pest control and preservative product technology.”

Nisus Corporation is the leading manufacturer of sustainable pest control products and also provides sustainable wood

preservatives to the railroad, utility and lumber industries from its headquarters in the foothills of the Smoky Mountains in

Rockford, Tenn. For more information, visit www.nisuscorp.com.
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Calendar of Events

   

2018 Upcoming Industry Meetings

Send your 2018 meeting dates and locations to Debbie at Debbie@nwppa.org.

April 2018

8-10 – NRECA Legislative Conference, Washington, D.C.

16-17- Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) Summit, Embassy Suites Portland Washington Square, Portland, OR, click here to

view information 

May 2018

3 – PPC Meeting, Sheraton Portland Airport, Portland, OR, 8 a.m. to noon

8-10 – NRECA Connect Conference, Salt Lake City, UT

20-23 – NWPPA Annual Conference, Boise, ID

21 – NWPPA Board of Trustees Meeting, Boise, ID 

June 2018

5-6 – WRECA Annual Meeting, Wenatchee, WA

7 – PPC Meeting, Sheraton Portland Airport, Portland, OR, 8 a.m. to noon

14 – OMEU Meeting, Canby Utility, Canby, OR 

15-20 – APPA Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA

July 2018

12 – PPC Meeting, Sheraton Portland Airport, Portland, OR, 8 a.m. to noon

August 2018

2 – PPC Meeting, Sheraton Portland Airport, Portland, OR, 8 a.m. to noon

September 2018

6 – PPC Meeting, Sheraton Portland Airport, Portland, OR, 8 a.m. to noon

12-14 – NWPPA Board of Trustees Meetings, Marcus Whitman Hotel & Conf. Center, Walla Walla, WA 

26-27 – NRECA Region 7 & 9 Meeting, Anchorage, AK

October 2018

4 – PPC Meeting, Sheraton Portland Airport, Portland, OR, 8 a.m. to noon

10-11 – GridFWD 2018, Pinnacle Harbourfront Hotel, Vancouver, BC. Visit: www.GridFWD.com.

18-19 – OMEU Meeting, Salishan Lodge, Gleneden Beach, OR

November 2018

2 – PNUCC, Sheraton Portland Airport, Portland, OR.

December 2018
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13 – PPC Annual Meeting & Lunch, Sheraton Portland Airport, Portland, OR – 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

13 – OMEU Meeting (following PPC annual meeting), Sheraton Portland Airport, Portland, OR 



Jobs

   

Recent job openings within the industry in the last week:

Design Coordinator (R18-212) – Portland General Electric

Electrical Engineer – Power Generation – Chelan County PUD

Electrical Engineer III, System Control Center (R18-193) – Portland General Electric

Electrical Engineering Associate – Eugene Water & Electric Board

Energy Efficiency Engineer – Cowlitz PUD

Engineer III, System Automation Engineer (R17-215) – Portland General Electric

Engineer III, Transmission Operations (R18-210) – Portland General Electric

Field Construction Coordinator Spec IV (R18-222) – Portland General Electric

Field Engineering Tech III – Consumers Power, Inc.

Journeyman Lineman – Franklin PUD

Journeyman Lineman – Homer Electric Association

Manager of Engineering – Kootenai Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Project Manager, Capital Construction (R17-674) – Portland General Electric

Spec II/III SDPM (R18-217) – Portland General Electric

Training Manager, Operations and Engineering – Northwest Public Power Association
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This Day In History

Photo credit NASA/Langley Research

Center

 

First Astronauts Introduced

April 9, 1959

On April 9, 1959, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)

introduces America’s first astronauts to the press: Scott Carpenter, L. Gordon Cooper

Jr., John H. Glenn Jr., Virgil “Gus” Grissom, Walter Schirra Jr., Alan Shepard Jr., and

Donald Slayton. The seven men, all military test pilots, were carefully selected from a

group of 32 candidates to take part in Project Mercury, America’s first manned space

program. NASA planned to begin manned orbital flights in 1961.

On October 4, 1957, the USSR scored the first victory of the “space race” when it

successfully launched the world’s first artificial satellite, Sputnik, into Earth’s orbit. In

response, the United States consolidated its various military and civilian space efforts

into NASA, which dedicated itself to beating the Soviets to manned space flight. In

January 1959, NASA began the astronaut selection procedure, screening the records

of 508 military test pilots and choosing 110 candidates. This number was arbitrarily

divided into three groups, and the first two groups reported to Washington. Because

of the high rate of volunteering, the third group was eliminated. Of the 62 pilots who

volunteered, six were found to have grown too tall since their last medical

examination. An initial battery of written tests, interviews, and medical history

reviews further reduced the number of candidates to 36. After learning of the extreme physical and mental tests planned for

them, four of these men dropped out.

The final 32 candidates traveled to the Lovelace Clinic in Albuquerque, New Mexico, where they underwent exhaustive medical

and psychological examinations. The men proved so healthy, however, that only one candidate was eliminated. The remaining

31 candidates then traveled to the Wright Aeromedical Laboratory in Dayton, Ohio, where they underwent the most grueling

part of the selection process. For six days and three nights, the men were subjected to various tortures that tested their

tolerance of physical and psychological stress. Among other tests, the candidates were forced to spend an hour in a pressure

chamber that simulated an altitude of 65,000 feet, and two hours in a chamber that was heated to 130 degrees Fahrenheit. At

the end of one week, 18 candidates remained. From among these men, the selection committee was to choose six based on

interviews, but seven candidates were so strong they ended up settling on that number.

After they were announced, the “Mercury Seven” became overnight celebrities. The Mercury Project suffered some early

setbacks, however, and on April 12, 1961, Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin orbited Earth in the world’s first manned space flight.

Less than one month later, on May 5, astronaut Alan Shepard was successfully launched into space on a suborbital flight. On

February 20, 1962, in a major step for the U.S. space program, John Glenn became the first American to orbit Earth. NASA

continued to trail the Soviets in space achievements until the late 1960s, when NASA’s Apollo program put the first men on the

moon and safely returned them to Earth.

In 1998, 36 years after his first space flight, John Glenn traveled into space again. Glenn, then 77 years old, was part of the

Space Shuttle Discovery crew, whose 9-day research mission launched on October 29, 1998. Among the crew’s investigations

was a study of space flight and the aging process.

Sophia Loren Wins Best Actress Oscar for Two Women

April 9, 1962

On this day in 1962, the 34th annual Academy Awards ceremony is held at the Santa Monica

Civic Auditorium in Santa Monica, California. In addition to the overwhelming triumph of the

musical West Side Story, which won 10 Oscars, including Best Picture, one of the big victors of

the night was the Italian actress Sophia Loren, who took home the Best Actress statuette for

her star turn in Two Women (La ciociara in Italian).
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Born Sofia Scicolone on September 20, 1934, in Rome, the actress landed her first role as a

slave girl extra in 1951’s Quo Vadis, directed by Mervyn LeRoy. After 15-year-old Sofia met the

film producer Carlo Ponti while competing in the Miss Rome beauty contest, he began guiding

her career. Taking the stage name Sophia Loren, she played a variety of small parts in low-

budget films before breaking out in such movies as Aida (1953) and L’oro di Napoli (The Gold of

Naples) (1954), directed by Vittorio De Sica. Ponti helped her get exposure beyond the world of

Italian film, including a part opposite Cary Grant and Frank Sinatra in 1957’s The Pride and the

Passion; she subsequently signed a multi-picture deal with Paramount Pictures. Her marriage by

proxy to Ponti (carried out by the couple’s lawyers in Mexico in 1957) caused a scandal: Ponti

faced bigamy charges and threats of ex-communication due to Italy’s refusal to recognize his divorce from his first wife,

Giuliana, and Loren was seen as his concubine. The divorce eventually went through, and Ponti and Loren married in a civil

ceremony in France in 1966. They would stay together until Ponti’s death, in 2007.

Loren gave the most acclaimed performance of her career in De Sica’s Two Women, released in Italy in December 1960 and

internationally in 1961. For her portrayal of a mother trying to protect her teenage daughter during World War II, Loren earned

numerous accolades, including the top acting honors at the Cannes, Berlin and Venice film festivals. Her Oscar win made her

the first performer ever to win that award for a foreign-language film (her countryman, Roberto Benigni, would later win the

Best Actor Oscar for 1998’s Life is Beautiful). 

West Side Story, the film adaptation of Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim’s Broadway hit, was an updated version of

Shakespeare’s immortal Romeo and Juliet set on the gang-ridden streets of New York City. The film swept most of the other

major Oscar categories in 1962, winning Best Picture, Best Director (Jerome Robbins and Robert Wise), Best Supporting Actress

(Rita Moreno) and Best Supporting Actor (George Chakiris), Best Art Direction, Best Cinematography, Best Sound, Best Score,

Best Film Editing and Best Costume Design. The film’s star, Natalie Wood, was nominated in the Best Actress category for

another film, Splendor in the Grass, but lost out to Loren.

Prince Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles Wed

April 9, 2005 

Nearly eight years after Princess Diana’s death in a car crash was mourned

the world over, Prince Charles, her widower and heir to the British throne,

weds his longtime mistress, Camilla Parker Bowles. The marriage, a private

civil ceremony, took place at Windsory Guildhall, 30 miles outside of

London. The ceremony was originally supposed to take place on April 8,

but had to be rescheduled so as not to conflict with the funeral of Pope

John Paul II.

After the civil ceremony, which the queen did not attend, Archbishop of

Canterbury Rowan Williams blessed the union on behalf of the Church of England in a separate blessing ceremony. An

estimated 750 guests attended the ceremony, which was held at St. George’s Chapel in Windsor and was attended by both of

Charles’ parents, Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip.

Twenty years earlier, on July 29, 1981, Prince Charles married his first wife, Lady Diana Spencer, who, at 20 years old, was 12

years his junior. Their lavish wedding attracted a television audience of 750 million, making it the most popular program

broadcast to that time. Diana’s shy manner and beauty charmed audiences, sparking the international admiration she enjoyed

for the rest of her life.

It has since come to light that Charles and Diana’s “fairy-tale” marriage was less than happy, involving infidelity on both sides,

and the pair separated in 1992. In an interview several years later, Diana said “there were three of us in the marriage,” likely

referring to Charles’ drawn-out affair with Parker Bowles. In 1996, about a year before Diana’s death, the couple divorced.

Prince Charles met his second wife, then Camilla Shand, at a polo match in 1970. They began dating, but Charles soon joined

the navy and the relationship fizzled. Though she married army officer Andrew Parker Bowles in 1973, she remained friendly

with Prince Charles and it is widely believed that an amorous relationship continued between the two even after his 1981

wedding to Diana. Camilla and Andrew Parker Bowles divorced in 1995.

Camilla’s lack of popularity with the British public made news long before 1999, when she made her first public appearance as

his companion. Though she technically became the Princess of Wales with the marriage, Parker Bowles has announced her

preference for the title Duchess of Cornwall, in deference to the beloved late princess. Should Charles become king, she will

https://hips.hearstapps.com/ghk.h-cdn.co/assets/17/17/1493232774-gallery-1493056230-gallery-1491852653-gettyimages-52609083.jpg


become Queen Camilla, though she has already announced her intention to use the title Princess Consort, most likely in

response to public opinion polls showing resistance to the idea of a “Queen Camilla.”

After the service, which ended with the singing of “God Save the Queen,” Queen Elizabeth hosted a two-hour reception in the

State Apartments at Windsor Castle. The couple then left for a honeymoon at the Balmoral Estate in Scotland. Princes William

and Harry, who were both said to be happy about the marriage, decorated the Bentley in which the couple left the reception.

Honda Wins World Green Car Award

April 9, 2009

On this day in 2009, the Honda FCX Clarity, a four-door sedan billed as the planet’s first hydrogen-powered fuel-cell vehicle

intended for mass production, wins the World Green Car award at the New York Auto Show.

The first FCX Clarity cars came off the assembly line at a Honda plant in Takanezawa, Japan, in June 2008. As The New York

Times reported at the time: “Fuel-cell vehicles have been a sort of holy grail of the auto industry, offering the promise of

driving without emitting air-polluting exhaust. Fuel cells work by combining hydrogen and oxygen from ordinary air to make

electricity, in a process whose only byproducts are water and heat.”

According to Honda, which reportedly spent more than 15 years and millions of dollars developing its fuel-cell technology, the

FCX Clarity is more fuel-efficient than a gas-powered car or hybrid and gets 74 miles per gallon of fuel. The Times also noted

that fuel-cell vehicles such as the FCX Clarity are more eco-friendly than an electric car “whose batteries take hours to recharge

and use electricity, which, in the case of the United States, China and many other countries, is often produced by coal-burning

power plants.”

One downside of fuel-cell technology, however, is its cost, which in the case of the FCX Clarity, added up to several hundred

thousand dollars per vehicle. To combat this issue, Honda chose to initially lease rather than sell the cars, at a subsidized price

of some $600 per month. In July 2008, the first FCX Clarity cars became available in California. In November of that same year,

another fleet was leased to government employees in Japan.

At the time of the FCX Clarity’s debut in 2008, the Japanese auto industry, led by Honda and Toyota, was out in front of

American car makers in developing green technologies. In 1997, Toyota launched the Prius, the world’s first mass-produced

hybrid car. The Prius debuted in the U.S. in 2000 and went on to dominate the hybrid-vehicle market. American auto giants

such as General Motors were criticized for maintaining a focus on producing gas-guzzling sport utility vehicles and small trucks

for too long, even as consumer demand shifted toward more fuel-efficient, eco-friendly cars.


