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All the information in this program (and more!) 
is available on the NWPPA Events app.

To download it for free, visit the App Store or 
Google Play and search for NWPPA Events.



AGENDAAGENDA
THURSDAY, JAN. 29

7:30–8 a.m. Registration opens, breakfast

8–8:15 a.m. Welcome and opening remarks
Speaker: Kurt Miller, CEO & Executive Director, NWPPA

8:15–9 a.m. Five-Alarm Fire: How Worried Should We Be About 
Reliability in the West?
Speaker: Tim Belden, Principal, Energy GPS

9–9:30 a.m. Networking break

9:30–10:45 a.m. Mixing It Up: The Right Resource Mix for a Reliable Grid
Panelists: Rick Dunn, General Manager, Benton PUD; Sarah 
Edmonds, President & CEO, Western Power Pool; Mandip 
Samra, General Manager, Burbank Water and Power; and Martin 
Wyspianski, Vice President, Power Markets & Grid Operations, 
Portland General Electric

Moderator: Crystal Ball, Executive Director, Pacific Northwest 
Utilities Conference Committee

10:50 a.m.–noon Seems Like a Good Idea: How the West's Two Day-
Ahead Markets Will Work Together
Panelists: Paul Dockery, Market Strategy & Governance, 
Manager, California ISO; Jim Gonzalez, Senior Director of 
Western Services, Southwest Power Pool; and Todd White, 
Executive Director of Business Development, ACES

Moderator: Laura Trolese, Director, Western Markets and 
Strategy, The Energy Authority

Noon–1 p.m. Lunch with Rep. Cliff Bentz
Speaker: Cliff Bentz, U.S. Representative for Oregon’s 2nd 
Congressional District, U.S. House of Representatives

Join us for lunch starting at noon, with remarks from U.S. Rep. Cliff 
Bentz from 12:30-1 p.m.



1–2:15 p.m. Build It, I Dare You: Overcoming the Challenge of 
Building Anything Anywhere
Panelists: Scott Bolton, Senior Vice President of External Affairs, 
BrightNight; Bear Prairie, CEO, Lower Valley Energy; and Lily 
Stone, Manager–West Origination, Avangrid

Moderator: Jasen Bronec, CEO, Inland Power & Light

2:15–2:30 p.m. Networking break

2:30–3 p.m. BPA’s Role in the Region's Grid Development
Speaker: Suzanne Cooper, Deputy Administrator & Chief 
Operating Officer, Bonneville Power Administration

3:05–3:50 p.m. Hub and Spoke: Solving the Transmission Conundrum
Panelists: Diane Brandt, Policy & Legislative Affairs Director, 
Renewable Northwest; John Dietz, General Manager, 
McMinnville Water & Light; Edison Elizeh, Director of 
Transmission Services, Warm Springs Power & Water 
Enterprises; and Shilen Jhaveri, Program Manager - AI 
Infrastructure, Google 

Moderator: Megan Capper, Energy Resources Manager, Eugene 
Water & Electric Board

3:50–4:45 p.m. Roundtable
Engage in an interactive discussion with peers to share perspectives 
and ideas on the conference topics and other important issues affect-
ing power supply in the Northwest.

4:45–5 p.m. Closing remarks
Speaker: Kurt Miller, CEO & Executive Director, NWPPA
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