
 
NWPPA Announces 33rd Annual Excellence in Communications Winners 

(Oct. 1) Northwest Public Power Association announced the winners of the 33rd Excellence in 
Communications Awards contest last Wednesday at the association’s Northwest Innovations in 
Communications Conference in Walla Walla, Washington. The annual EIC Awards contest 
honors the best communications efforts made by NWPPA member utilities and associations. This 
year, a record-breaking 52 NWPPA members submitted 278 entries. 

“This contest is a reminder of how much we can learn from one another,” said 2026 NIC Chair 
Sheila Corson of Mason PUD 3. “Each year, communicators from utilities and associations 
across the region bring fresh ideas, new perspectives, and innovative approaches to the table. It's 
a privilege to celebrate their work.” 

Contestants were divided into four groups based on the amount of electricity they sell, with 
Group A selling the least and Group D selling the most. Nine marketing and communications 
professionals from throughout the Northwest volunteered their time to judge the entries. All  
first-, second-, and third-place winners are listed at the end of this release. 

In addition to the Excellence in Communications awards, NWPPA presented the 2026 Overall 
Excellence in Communications Award to Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative (Port Orford, Ore.). 
CCEC also received the award in 2025. Winners of the award are determined based on 
performance in the Excellence in Communications contest. CCEC received five first-place 

2026 Excellence in Communications winners. 



 
awards, two second-place awards, one third-place award, and an average score of 47.6 out of 50 
points. Kelsey Bozeman accepted the award on behalf of the utility. 

NWPPA also announced the People’s Choice Awards in photography winners, determined by the 
votes of NIC attendees. Kootenai Electric Cooperative (Rathdrum, Idaho) won Best Photo – 
Employee, Snohomish County PUD (Everett, Wash.) won Best Photo – Youth, and Benton PUD 
(Kennewick, Wash.) won Best Photo – Miscellaneous. 

The Excellence in Communications 
Awards will next be presented Sept. 22 
during the NIC at Caesars Republic Lake 
Tahoe in Lake Tahoe, Nevada. More 
details about the conference will be 
available soon at www.nwppa.org/nic. 
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2026 Excellence in Communications Award Winners 

Advertising Campaign 
Group A 1st place Modern Electric Water Company (#KeepingItLitSince1905)   

2nd place Lakeview Light & Power (We Love Hydropower!)  

    
Group B 1st place Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative (Preparing Members for the Future: 

Communicating the 2025 Rate Adjustment) 

 

 
2nd place Emerald PUD (Free Heat Pump Water Heater Promotion)   
3rd place Columbia REA (Columbia iConnect Door Hanger Campaign)  

    
Group C *1st place Idaho Falls Power (Idaho Falls Power & Fiber Advertising)   

2nd place Yampa Valley Electric Association (Fire Weather Campaign)   
3rd place Clatskanie PUD (Customer Survey Advertising Campaign)  

    
Group D *1st place Grant County PUD (Share the Light Campaign Doubles Donations)   

2nd place Eugene Water & Electric Board (Revitalizing Community Readiness 
Through Strategic Communications) 

 

 
3rd place Chelan County PUD (Power to Save)     

 

Annual Report 
Group A 1st place Ravalli Electric Cooperative   

2nd place Cordova Electric Cooperative   
3rd place Modern Electric Water Company  

    
Group B 1st place Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative   

2nd place Salem Electric   
3rd place Columbia River PUD  

    
Group C 1st place La Plata Electric Association   

2nd place Clallam County PUD   
3rd place Mason PUD 3  

    
Group D 1st place Grant County PUD   

2nd place Turlock Irrigation District   
3rd place Golden Valley Electric Association  

 
 
 
 
 
 
*perfect score 

 



    
 

Internal Communications 
Group A 1st place Beartooth Electric Cooperative (Member Communication & Services 

Communication Plan) 

 

    

Group B 1st place Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative (Strategic Communications Review)   
2nd place Consumers Power Inc. (Onboarding Packet)   
3rd place Emerald PUD (View from Seavey Loop – Monthly Employee 

Newsletter) 
 

    
Group C 1st place Mason PUD 3 (Internal Podcast – Over the Line)   

2nd place McMinnville Water & Light (McMinnville Water & Light bulletin 
boards) 

 
 

3rd place Clallam County PUD (Celebrating Public Power Week)  

    
Group D *1st place Energy Northwest (R 27 Refueling & Maintenance Outage 

Handbook) 
 

 
2nd place Grant County PUD (Working@Grant Employee Newsletter)   
3rd place Snohomish County PUD (Nuts for ADA Internal Campaign)     

 

 
Newsletter 
Group A 1st place Modern Electric Water Company (Current Connection)   

2nd place Beartooth Electric Cooperative (BEC Connects)   
3rd place Sun River Electric Cooperative (Ripples)  

    
Group B *1st place Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative (Ruralite)   

2nd place Columbia REA (Ruralite)   
3rd place Columbia River PUD (CRPUD Power Lines)  

    
Group C 1st place Clatskanie PUD (Ruralite)   

2nd place Yampa Valley Electric Association (The Co-op Connection)   
3rd place Peninsula Light Company (Lights)  

    
Group D 1st place Umatilla Electric Cooperative (Ruralite)   

2nd place Flathead Electric Cooperative (Light Reading)   
3rd place Northern Wasco County PUD (Ruralite)  

 
 
 
 
*perfect score 

 



    
 

Photography 
Group A *1st place: Copper Valley Electric Association (Annual Hurt Man Rescue 

Training) 
 

 
2nd place: Lassen Municipal Utility District (Midnight Restoration)   
3rd place: Monmouth Power & Light (Hero or Lineman?)  

    
Group B 1st place: Homer Electric Association (Long Line/Human External Cargo 

Training) 
 

 
2nd place: Columbia REA (Walla Walla Balloon Stampede 1)   
3rd place: Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative (Pole Top Rescue Training)  

    
Group C *1st place: Kootenai Electric Cooperative (The Future of Reliable Service – 

Apprentice Linemen) 

 

 
2nd place: Big Bend Electric Cooperative (Precision Pass)   
3rd place: La Plata Electric Association (Silverpick Helicopter Reconductor)  

    
Group D *1st place: Umatilla Electric Cooperative (Lines in the Fog)   

2nd place: Golden Valley Electric Association (Powering Interior Alaska 
Beneath North America’s Highest Peak) 

 

 
3rd place: Eugene Water & Electric Board (Helicopter Lowers Gravel Into 

McKenzie River) 
 

   
 

Social Media 
Group A 1st place: Modern Electric Water Company (Facebook)   

2nd place: Ravalli Electric Cooperative (Facebook)  

    
Group B *1st place: Emerald PUD (YouTube)   

2nd place: Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative (Facebook)   
3rd place: Columbia River PUD (Facebook)  

    
Group C *1st place: Idaho Falls Power (Facebook)   

2nd place: Kootenai Electric Cooperative (Instagram)   
3rd place: Mason PUD 3 (Facebook)  

    
Group D *1st place: Umatilla Electric Cooperative (Instagram)   

2nd place: Tacoma Public Utilities (Facebook)   
3rd place: Energy Northwest (Facebook)     

 

 
 
*perfect score 

  
 



  

Special Publication 
Group A 1st place: Modern Electric Water Company (A Public Power Guide to Our 

Energy Future) 
 

 
2nd place: Lassen Municipal Utility District (LMUD – Year in Review)   
3rd place: Beartooth Electric Cooperative (Wildfire Mitigation Plan)  

    
Group B *1st place: Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative (Calendar Photo Contest)   

2nd place: Columbia River PUD (Calendar)   
3rd place: Fall River Rural Electric Cooperative (Trusted Energy Partner)  

    
Group C 1st place: Idaho Falls Power (Vegetation Management Guide)   

2nd place: McMinnville Water & Light (Electric and Water Bill Comparison 
Graphics) 

 
 

3rd place: Mason PUD 3 (Calendar)  

    
Group D *1st place: Chugach Electric Association (2024 Sustainability Report)   

2nd place: Chelan County PUD (Strategic Plan)   
3rd place: Northern Wasco County PUD (Empowering Our Future: It Starts 

With Us) 
 

   
 

Video 
Group A 1st place: Copper Valley Electric Association (Powering Homes – Empowering 

Lives) 
 

    
Group B 1st place: Emerald PUD (EPUD’s 40-Year Success Story)   

2nd place: Fall River Rural Electric Cooperative (Youth Rally)   
3rd place: Columbia River PUD (Deer Island Substation Construction 

Timelapse) 
 

    
Group C 1st place: Peninsula Light Company (PenLight’s Centennial Celebration Video)   

2nd place: Burbank Water and Power (BWP Heroes: Facing Danger to Keep Us 
Safe) 

 
 

3rd place: Benton REA (Benton REA 2025 Recap Video)  

    
Group D *1st place: SMUD (I Am SMUD)   

2nd place: Eugene Water & Electric Board (EWEB Completes Helicopter 
Installation of Salmon Habitat Features) 

 

 
3rd place: Umatilla Electric Cooperative (Boardman’s Community Strength 

Forged in Flames) 

 

 
*perfect score 

   



    
 

Wild Card 
Group A 1st place: Beartooth Electric Cooperative (2026 BEC Business Plan)   

2nd place: Wasco Electric Cooperative (Website)   
3rd place: Modern Electric Water Company (I ♥ My Electric Cooperative T-

Shirt) 
 

    
Group B 1st place: Midstate Electric Cooperative (Power Factor Podcast)   

2nd place: Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative (Members Are Our Jam: Celebrating 
Cooperative Membership) 

 

 
3rd place: Columbia REA (Meet Evie...Our New EV!)  

    
Group C 1st place: Idaho Falls Power (Snake River Recreation Map & Guide)   

2nd place: La Plata Electric Association (CommunityPowerX)   
3rd place: Peninsula Light Company (100-Year Parade Float)  

    
Group D 1st place: Eugene Water & Electric Board (EWEB’s Hometown Heroes Go to 

the International Lineman Rodeo) 

 

 
2nd place: Turlock Irrigation District (TID’s Career Spotlight Educational 

Outreach Suite) 
 

 
3rd place: Snohomish County PUD (North County Community Office Open 

House) 
 

 

*perfect score 

 

About NWPPA: NWPPA is regional association representing and serving more than 150 
customer-owned, locally controlled utilities in the Western U.S. and Canada. The 
association also serves over 350 associate members who are allied with the electric utility 
industry. For more information, visit www.nwppa.org or follow @NWPPAssoc on our social 
channels. 

 

Contact: 

Nina Rydalch 
NWPPA Communications Manager 
nina@nwppa.org, (360) 816-1447 

http://www.nwppa.org/
mailto:nina@nwppa.org

