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All the information in this program (and more!) 
is available on the NWPPA Events app.

To download it for free, visit the App Store or 
Google Play and search for NWPPA Events.



TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2026

7:30–8:30 a.m. Breakfast and registration
Breakfast hosted by Bronze Sponsors PDX IT Solutions and Skymira

8:30–8:45 a.m. Welcome and opening remarks
Speaker: Matt Price, IT Conference Chair, Manager Information Technology, Northern Lights, Inc.

8:45–9:45 a.m. Navigating the Future of Data Center Hypervisors: Disruption or Opportunity?
Speaker: Steve Asmussen, Senior Global Architect, CompuNet

9:45–10:15 a.m. Stress Relief for IT Professionals
Speaker: Sarah Draper, Owner, Leading Well Strategies

10:15–10:30 a.m. Vendor café break*

10:30–11:30 a.m. Field Communications With Low Earth Orbit Satellite Technology
Speakers: Brendan Johnson, Chief Experience Officer (CXO), Columbia REA; Marvin Super, 
Information Technology Manager, Homer Electric Association; and Octavio Cadena, Business 
Development and Sales Director, Skymira

11:30 a.m.–noon Video Surveillance Platform Deployment
Speakers: Joel Moore, Information Services and Cyber Security Manager, Mason PUD 3; and 
Jennifer Holbrook, Director of IT and Broadband Services, Benton PUD

Noon–1 p.m. Lunch and vendor café
Lunch hosted by Silver Sponsors Palo Alto Networks and Structured

1–2 p.m. Cyber Incident Insurance and Response
Speakers: Dave Reher, Account Executive, Federated Rural Electric Insurance Exchange; and Matt 
Scott, Senior Cyber Incident Manager, Tokio Marine HCC

2–2:30 p.m. Hot Topics Roundtable
Moderator: Matt Price, IT Conference Chair, Manager Information Technology, Northern Lights, Inc.

2:30–3 p.m. Vendor café break*

3–4:45 p.m. Global Threat Update and Cyber and Physical Security Best Practices
Speaker: Chris Reidel, Protective Security Advisor, Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency

5–6:30 p.m. Reception
Hosted by Gold Sponsor CorSource

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2026

7:30–8:30 a.m. Breakfast and vendor café
Breakfast hosted by Bronze Sponsors CompuNet and NISC

8:30–9:25 a.m. AI Deployment Lessons Learned
Speakers: Brendan Johnson, Chief Experience Officer (CXO), Columbia REA; and Marvin Super, 
Information Technology Manager, Homer Electric Association



9:25–10 a.m. De-Escalating Potential Workplace Violence
Speaker: Chris Reidel, Protective Security Advisor, Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency

10–10:15 a.m. Vendor café break*

10:15–10:45 a.m. Improving the Employee Experience Through Custom Workflows
Speakers: Adelaide Zumwalt, Manager of IT, Umatilla Electric Cooperative; and Tylor Graves, 
Developer II, Umatilla Electric Cooperative

10:45–11:30 a.m. NERC CIP: Getting Started
Speaker: Chris Green, Director of Governance, Risk, and Compliance, Structured

11:30 a.m.–noon From Frameworks to Firewalls: A Practical Guide to AI Security
Speaker: Collin Miller, Director of Cloud Security, Structured

Noon–1 p.m. Lunch and vendor café
Lunch hosted by Silver Sponsors CVE Technologies Group and Meridian Cooperative

1–2 p.m. E-ISAC Overview and Grid Threat Monitoring
Speaker: Hayley Floyd, Intelligence Analyst, E-ISAC

2–2:30 p.m. You Have a Browser Problem
Speaker: Glenn Medina, Domain Consulting Manager, Palo Alto Networks

2:30–3 p.m. Hot Topics Roundtable
Moderator: Matt Price, IT Conference Chair, Manager Information Technology, Northern Lights, Inc.

3–3:30 p.m. Vendor café break*

3:30–3:55 p.m. Lessons From the Lab: The Real-World Challenges of Digital Substation Deployment
Speaker: Chris Dyer, Technical Director, WSP

3:55–4:20 p.m. ADMS Reaction to RTAC Cyberattack
Speakers: Elizabeth Sigmund, Senior Manager of Digital Solutions, WSP; and Juan Ordonez, 
Senior Manager of Digital Solutions, WSP

4:20–4:55 p.m. OT Lessons From the Past Year
Speaker: Ryan Ferran, Senior Penetration Tester, BPM

5–8 p.m. Dine Around Boise (optional)

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2026

7:30–8:30 a.m. Breakfast and vendor café
Breakfast hosted by Silver Sponsor Trace3

8:30–9 a.m. Hot Topics Roundtable
Moderator: Matt Price, IT Conference Chair, Manager Information Technology, Northern Lights, Inc.

9–9:55 a.m. Secure and Govern Data in the Age of AI 
Speaker: Branden Edwards, Senior Cybersecurity Architect, CompuNet

continued...
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Northwest Public Power Association 
9817 N.E. 54th St., Ste. 200 
Vancouver, WA 98662

www.nwppa.org  |  (360) 254-0109

Gold Sponsor

9:55–10:15 a.m. Vendor café break*

10:15–11:30 a.m. Closing keynote: Rise Above Chaos
Speaker: Erick Rheam, Author and Speaker, Team Rheam Productions
Keynote and book signing hosted by Gold Sponsor BPM

11:30 a.m.–noon Closing remarks, prize drawings, and evaluation

*Breaks and coffee hosted by Gold Sponsor Arista

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2026


