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WELCOME TO NWPPA'S 86™ ANNUAL
CONFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP MEETING

We are excited to welcome you to Spokane, Washington, for
our Annual Conference and Membership Meeting.

Thank you for dedicating your time and resources to be here.
Your participation is what makes this conference a success,
and we hope to honor your commitment with an agenda
built around the issues defining public power right now—Al’s
growing impact on the workforce and the grid, disaster pre-
paredness, policy uncertainty, joint advocacy, and developing
the next generation of utility leaders. From pre-conference
classes to keynote addresses, and from the annual business
meeting to the awards banquet, every event is designed to
inform, inspire, and foster collaboration within our public
power community.

The Davenport Grand Hotel provides a beautiful backdrop for
our gathering, offering the perfect setting to engage, relax,

and recharge. We encourage you to take advantage of all that
Spokane and the Inland Northwest have to offer during your stay.

We look forward to the conversations, ideas, and partnerships that will emerge over the
coming days.

Sincerely,

2 MY

Kurt Miller
NWPPA CEO & Executive Director
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

MONDAY, MAY 18

7:30 a.m.—-5 p.m. REGISTRATION OPEN ¢ PRE-FUNCTION 2 D

8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. PRE-CONFERENCE CLASS - NRECA CCD 2630: STRATEGIC PLANNING ( MEETINGROOM1 )
(separate registration required)

12:30-4:30 p.m. PRE-CONFERENCE CLASS - ROBERT'S RULES OF ORDER WORKSHOP ~ ( MEETINGROOM2 )
(separate registration required)

TUESDAY, MAY 19

7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. REGISTRATION OPEN ¢ PRE-FUNCTION 2 D

8:30-11:30 a.m. GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING (_ GRANDBALLROOMAB )
Open to all members. Breakfast provided at 7:30 a.m.

12:30-4:30 p.m. PRE-CONFERENCE CLASS - GOOD GOVERNANCE FOR UTILITIES (_ MEETINGROOM1 )
(separate registration required)

5-6:30 p.m. WELCOME RECEPTION (_ TERRACEROOM )
Hosted by Gold Sponsors GDS Associates and Toth and Associates

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20

7a.m.—5p.m. REGISTRATION OPEN ¢ PRE-FUNCTION 2 D

7-8a.m. BREAKFAST AND EXHIBITS (__ GRANDBALLROOMC )

Breakfast hosted by Silver Sponsors Meridian Cooperative and
National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC)

8-11:30 a.m. SPOUSE/COMPANION HOSPITALITY ROOM (_ MEETINGROOM3 )

8-9:45a.m. WELCOMES AND OPENING KEYNOTE ADDRESS (__GRANDBALLROOMAB )

WELCOME FROM THE 2025-2026 NWPPA BOARD PRESIDENT
Libby Calnon, General Manager & CEO, Hood River Electric & Internet Co-op

WELCOME TO SPOKANE
Alisha Benson, Chief Executive Officer, Greater Spokane Inc.

WELCOME FROM NWPPA
Kurt Miller, CEO and Executive Director, NWPPA

KEYNOTE - WATER THE BAMBOO
Keynote speaker: Greg Bell
Opening keynote hosted by Diamond Sponsor CoBank

This session explores how intentional leadership development, culture-building, and talent investment
create long-term strength and resilience for utilities.

continued
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WEDNESDAY CONTINUED

9:45-10:15a.m.

BREAK, EXHIBITS, AND BOOK SIGNING ( PRE-FUNCTION 1 )
Break hosted by Bronze Sponsors The Energy Authority and Powerful

10:15-11:30 a.m.

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN OUR HOST STATE - PART 1 (__GRANDBALLROOMAB )

Speakers: Victor Fuentes, General Manager/CEO, Franklin County PUD; Kristin Masteller, General Manager,
Mason County PUD No.1; Kevin Lavering, Sr. Project Manager, Snohomish County PUD; and Ryan Redmond,
CEOQ, Benton REA

A fast-paced series of 14-minute presentations about what is happening in Washington, with practical
takeaways for utilities in every state. Sessions include Franklin PUD’s Railroad Avenue Substation project,
Mason County PUD No. 1’s partnerships with first responders while it rebuilt its campus, Snohomish
County PUD’s SnoSMART project that reduces wildfire risk, and Benton REA’s project management
approach.

11:30 a.m.—1 p.m.

NWPPA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING AND LUNCH (_ GRANDBALLROOMAB )
Lunch hosted by Diamond Sponsor NextEra Energy Resources

Listen to NWPPA CEO & Executive Director Kurt Miller report on the association’s achievements for the
year. Utility representatives will also vote on board nominations and policy resolutions.

1:10-2:30 p.m. AFTER THE DISASTER: PREPARING FOR THE EXTREME (__GRANDBALLROOMAB )
Panelists: Kirk Hudson, General Manager, Chelan County PUD; Kevin Nordt, Executive Vice President &
Chief Strategy Officer, Dairyland Power Cooperative; and John Haarlow, CEO and General Manager,
Snohomish County PUD
Moderator: Kurt Miller, CEO & Executive Director, NWPPA
From wildfires to floods, extreme events are no longer hypothetical. In this session, utility leaders share
hard-earned lessons from recent disasters and practical strategies to improve preparedness, response, and
recovery.

2:30-3 p.m. BREAK AND EXHIBITS ( PRE-FUNCTION 1 )
Break hosted by Bronze Sponsors FCS and enxchange

3-4:30 p.m. ORGANIZED ADVOCACY: LABOR LEADERS TALK ABOUT JOINT (__GRANDBALLROOMAB )
ADVOCACY
Panelists: Christine Reid, Political Director, IBEW Local 77; Jeff Anderson, Secretary/Treasurer, Salem Electric;
and Travis Eri, Business Manager/Financial Secretary, IBEW Local 125
Moderator: Chelsea Martin, Director of Government Relations & Communications, Modern Electric Water
Company
When utilities and labor align, advocacy is stronger. This session explores how coordinated messaging and
shared priorities can deliver real results at the legislature and beyond.

Evening DINE AROUND SPOKANE

Join longtime colleagues and make new connections during a no-host dinner at one of several local
Spokane restaurants. Reservations are at 5:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. Sign-up sheets are available at the
registration desk.
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THURSDAY, MAY 21

7am.-5p.m. REGISTRATION OPEN ( PRE-FUNCTION 2 )
7-8a.m. BREAKFAST AND EXHIBITS (_ GRANDBALLROOMC )
Breakfast hosted by Silver Sponsors Cooperative Building Solutions
and Cooperative Response Center (CRC)
8-11:30 a.m. SPOUSE/COMPANION HOSPITALITY ROOM (_ MEETINGROOM3 )
8-8:50 a.m. POWERING THE WORKFORCE: BUILDING LEADERS FROM WITHIN (_ GRANDBALLROOMAB )
Speakers: Iris Fawcett, Vice President of Member Relationships, Benton REA; and Thomas Stredwick,
Senior Manager, Talent & Organizational Development, Grant County PUD
A deep dive into an innovative, utility-led workforce development model focused on building the next
generation of skilled workers—recruitment, training, and retention that actually works.
9-9:50 a.m. COMMUNICATING WITH YOUR CONSUMERS AND COMMUNITIES (__GRANDBALLROOMAB )
Speaker: Jessica O’Neal, Vice President of Communications & Digital Strategy, National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association
Technical issues don't have to sound technical. Learn how to communicate complex energy topics in plain,
relatable language that builds trust with customers, communities, and stakeholders.
9:50-10:20 a.m. BREAK AND EXHIBITS (___ PREFUNCTIONT )
Break hosted by Bronze Sponsors Vantage Point Solutions
and Structured Communication Systems
10:20-11 a.m. POLICY WHIPLASH: STAYING AHEAD OF RULES’' UNCERTAINTY (_ GRANDBALLROOMAB )

Speaker: Scott Corwin, President & CEO, American Public Power Association

Energy policy is shifting fast. In this session, APPA's Scott Corwin shares guidance on today'’s regulatory
volatility and how you can stay nimble, informed, and prepared for what's coming next.

11:10-11:50 a.m.

WAPA UPDATES (__GRANDBALLROOMAB )

Speakers: Tracey LeBeau, Administrator & CEO, Western Area Power Administration; and Manjot Gill,
Assistant General Manager of Engineering and Operations, Turlock Irrigation District

Hear about key initiatives, federal power priorities, and emerging issues affecting public power across the
West.

Noon-1:15 p.m.

LUNCHTIME PRESENTATIONS: WHAT'S HAPPENING IN OUR HOST (__GRANDBALLROOMAB )
STATE - PART 2

Speakers: Sheila Corson, Public Information Officer, Mason PUD 3; James White, Energy Conservation Engineer
Principal, Chelan PUD; and Brendan Johnson, Chief Experience Officer, Columbia REA

So much is happening here in Washington, that we needed a second session to cover everything!
Highlights include Mason PUD 3's Public Power Week Energy Expo, Chelan PUD’s student-led energy
management program delivering measurable efficiency gains, and Columbia REA’s adoption of emerging
technologies such as Al, cloud platforms, Starlink, drones, and paperless workflows.

continued
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THURSDAY CONTINUED
1:20-2:10 p.m. FROM CLOUD TO CREW: AI'S WORKFORCE IMPACT (__GRANDBALLROOMAB )
Speaker: Hossein Nikdel, Director of Digital Innovation, Gen Al, and Chief Enterprise Architect, Avista
Artificial intelligence is already changing how utilities operate. In this session, Avista’s Hossein Nikdel
shares how Al is being applied today, how roles are evolving, and how Avista’s partnership with AWS
influences this work.
2:20-3 p.m. HOW GOOGLE THINKS ABOUT POWER: DEMAND RESPONSE, (__GRANDBALLROOMAB )
FLEXIBILITY, AND GROWTH
Speaker: Sydney Henry, Western Energy Policy Lead, Google
As a major energy user, Google offers a candid look at how it approaches demand response, grid flexibility,
and long-term load growth, and explores what that means for utilities planning ahead.
3-3:30 p.m. BREAK AND EXHIBITS (___PREFUNCTIONT )
3:30-4:30 p.m. CLOSING KEYNOTE - POWERING WHAT'S NEXT: GROWTH, (__GRANDBALLROOMAB )
TECHNOLOGY, AND OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC POWER
Speaker: Brian Sloboda, Director, Utility Research & Policy, National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance
Corporation (CFC)
Demand for electricity is growing, technology is advancing, and the expectations of members,
policymakers, and large customers are rising. This session explores how data centers, artificial intelligence,
and emerging nuclear technologies are influencing load growth and infrastructure planning.
4:30-4:45 p.m. CONFERENCE WRAP-UP WITH KURT MILLER (_ GRANDBALLROOMAB )
5-6 p.m. PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION (__ GRANDBALLROOMC )
6-9 p.m. AWARDS BANQUET AND ENTERTAINMENT (_ GRANDBALLROOMAB )

Banquet hosted by Platinum Sponsor Powerex

Entertainment hosted by Gold Sponsor National Information Solutions Cooperative (NISC)

Join us in celebrating the exceptional people in our industry, with dinner and entertainment provided.
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HOSTED BY ASSOCIATE MEMBER ENERGY NORTHWEST:

ENERGY NORTHWEST MEETING Wednesday, May 20 | 4:45-5:30 p.m.

(Energy Northwest members only)

MEETING ROOM 1




THANK YOU, SPONSORS!

Powerex

Platinum Sponsor

NERcvs,  BNCOBANK
/\

COOPERATIVE. CONNECTED. COMMITTED.

Diamond Sponsor Diamond Sponsor

& ASSOCIATES
Gold Sponsor Gold Sponsor Gold Sponsor

BGDS fynisc AL
Apveroimn CFC 5 seomame CRC

COOPERATIVE Coopercmve Finance Cooperative Response Center, Inc.

Silver Sponsor Silver Sponsor Silver Sponsor Silver Sponsor

&K Kindle Energy

Silver Sponsor
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Bronze Sponsor Bronze Sponsor Bronze Sponsor
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[ #Z  Available on the
« App Store

GETITON
}’ Google Play

For the most up-to-date agenda, download the NWPPA
Events app from the App Store or Google Play.

To access the event in the app, sign in with the email you
used to register for the event.

App hosted by Silver Sponsor Kindle Energy.

SAVE THE DATE FOR NEXT YEAR'S ANNUAL
CONFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP MEETING

MAY 17-20, 2027 | BOISE, IDAHO

Northwest Public Power Association

Northwest Public Power Association
9817 N.E. 54th St., Ste. 200
Vancouver, WA 98662

www.nwppa.org | (360) 254-0109
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